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feraT=H{del JETHTHT A Living Cultural Link between Nepal and
Karnatak @ 3(eT, ST 053 ATAHT ‘RISl HATched XA AFH
H IS 7. 595 /T JERTE S |
The fourth and the pertinent cultural link is Shri Bharat Mani
Jangam who belongs to the Jangam sect, the religious heads of
Jangam Monasteries round about Kathmandu and Bhaktapur.
'Jangam' is a familiar sub-group of Virashaiva community in
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Karnataka. They are the priestly class officiating in religious and
social activities like the marriage. 'Jangam' literally means
'moving' and the Jangam is traditionally looked upon as the
moving (human) form of Shiva or Shivalinga. We do not know
when the Jangams of Nepal migrated from Karnataka to Nepal,
but we have evidence to show that a Jangam by name Shripathi
Aradhya Sharma of Banepa (1360 A. D.) took part in the rituals of
re-installing Pashupatinath Linga in Kathmandu. Itis clear that the
Jangams had already migrated to Nepal by the fourteenth
century, perhaps through the Jangambadi Matha at Varanasi,
India. There are about fifty Jangam families in Nepal, a few of
them heads of Shibalayas, who wear both the 'Ista-Linga’, and the
sacred thread (Yajyopavitha) on their bodies (The Jangams in
Karnataka now wear only 'Ista-Linga’, a miniature form of Shiva-
Linga, although some of them were wearing sacred thread also
earlier). The famous ancient Jangam Matha in Bhaktapur has two
Kannada script belonging to 1699 A. D. They contain the priest's
name Channavira Devaru, a name partly Kannada and partly
Sanskrit, and the personal name is very common in Karnataka.
There are more than thirty thousand published Kannada
inscriptions in Karnataka, a few of them even outside Karnataka.
The above two Kannada inscriptions are the farthest ones found
outside Karnataka that too in a foreign country like Nepal.
Besides, there are two huge stone sculptures of Jangam saints
near the

Jangam Matha on the banks of the Hanuman Ghat in

Bhaktapur.
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